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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witln one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 11 recites the limitation "the non-rusting material" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 and 6-7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Wobben (WO 03/066169). 

6. With regard to claim 1, Wobben discloses a pylon (10); an entry in the pylon(via 
20); and an internal space in the pylon interior of the wind power installation (denoted by 
10), in which electrical or electronic components (12) of the wind power installation are 
disposed; and a lock (area between 20 and 20, Fig 1) provided between the entry of the 
wind power installation and the internal space in which the electronic components are 
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disposed, the \ock preventing moisture that enters through the entry when the entry is 
opened from passing into the internal space of the installation; and having a drain (in 
the form of a space 25 attached to the lock. Fig 1 ) through which water that passes into 
the lock can drain away. 

7. With regard to claim 6, Wobben discloses the lock directly connected (via floor 
20) to the pylon (see Fig 1). 

8. With regard to claim 7, Wobben discloses the lock the lock has a second door 

(denoted by 22) which leads to the internal space, the second door being smoke-tight 
(as disclosed by Wobben in the Abstract to prevent fire). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 2-5 and 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wobben (WO 03/066169). 

1 1 . With regard to claims 2, 10, and 1 1 , Wobben fails to provide the lock is formed 
from a non-rusting material, plastic material, or glass fiber reinforced plastic material. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to form the lock out of non-rusting material such as plastic, 
concrete, or glass-reinforced plastic material to avoid corrosion subject to metal since 
wind power installation at mostly installed in offshore locations. Further, it has been held 
to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the 
basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. 

1 2. With regard to claim 3, Wobben fails to expressly disclose the lock also serves 
as a clothes changing room but it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art that service personnel could easily change to an overall in the lock before 
proceeding to the internal space of the pylon to service the electrical components 
absent any unexpected or unpredictable results. 

1 3. With regard to claim 4, Wobben fails to expressly disclose the air is urged out of 
the interior of the wind power installation into the lock when the lock is opened to the 
interior however, it would be inherent that would be urged out of the an interior into the 
lock when the lock is opened because air which is a fluid would always occupy an open 
space. 

14. With regard to claim 5, Wobben fails to expressly disclose the air pressure in the 
interior of the installation is greater than in the lock. However, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the air pressure 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,603 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3633 

in the confined inner space of Wobben would be greater than the air the locl< because 
the air in the inner space would be have to be warmer due to the activity of the electrical 
components thus increasing the pressure in the confined inner space. 

15. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wobben (WO 03/066169) as applied to claim 1 above in further view of Kanda 
(JP 02041180). 

16. With regard to claim 8, Wobben fails to provide the lock has an inside wall and 
an outside wall, insulating material being arranged between the inside wall and the 

outside wall. 

Kanda provides at the time of the invention it is known to provide an inside wall 
and an outside wall, insulating material (19) being arranged between an inside wall and 
an outside wall. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of the time of the 
invention to modify the lock of Wobben with the insulating material of Kanda to further 
improve the fireproofing of the overall wind power installation. 

17. With regard to claim 9, Wobben as modified provides the insulating material (19) 
has a material which is heat-resistant and a poor thermal conductor (an inorganic 
fireproof board as disclosed by Kanda). 
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Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Refer to attached NOTICE OF REFERENCE CITED. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Babajide Demuren whose telephone number is (571) 
270-7017. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday; 8:30am to 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Dunn can be reached on (571) 272-6670. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



IB. D.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3633 
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/Robert J Canfield/ 

for D. Dunn, SPE of Art Unit 3633 



